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 Kamper appointed
laboratory manager

Karl Kamper has been named labo-
ratory manager at the Willamette Val-
ley Medical Center in McMinnville.

He earned a bachelor’s degree 
in clinical laboratory science from 
Brigham Young University and mas-
ter’s degree in business administration 
from the University of Utah.

He previously served as laboratory 
supervisor at Intermountain Health-
care in Salt Lake City, where he was 
responsible for the transition of phy-
sician-based laboratory testing from 
seven regional medical centers to a 
new central laboratory serving more 
than 1,800 offices and clinics. In that 
role, he coordinated marketing, sup-
port services, information systems, 
patient services, billing, call center 
operations and courier services.

He was also involved with the 
opening of the Intermountain Medi-
cal Center, a 450-bed flagship facil-
ity, developing laboratory support for 
outpatient women’s services and an 
outpatient cardiac transplant program.

He holds a membership in the 
American College of Healthcare 
Executives and medical technologist 
membership in the American Society 
of Clinical Pathologists. He is accred-
ited as a clinical laboratory scientist. 
Fluent in written and spoken Spanish, 
he has provided translation services 
for medical and business operations.

Kamper lives in McMinnville with 
his wife, Laura. He enjoys garden-
ing, photography, music and musical 
theater.

Yamhill Basin Council

needs volunteers
The Yamhill Basin Council needs 

volunteers to help collect water qual-
ity data in the basin watershed during 
the months of August, September, 
October and November.

The council’s monitoring techni-
cians will be accompanying volun-
teers to collect data on temperature, 
dissolved oxygen, pH, conductivity, 
turbidity, ammonia and total phospho-
rus. Please note that return times are 
estimates.

Trips are planned for 9 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 9; Sunday, 
Aug. 10; Saturday, Sept. 6; Sunday, 
Sept. 7; Saturday, Oct. 4; Sunday, 
Oct. 5; Saturday, Nov. 1; and Sunday, 
Nov. 2. 

On each of those dates, four to six 
volunteers are needed, including two 
willing to drive. A typical schedule 
would feature a driver and two to 
three other volunteers accompanying 
each technician.

Volunteers will hook up with the 
technicians in the council parking lot 
at 800 N.E. Second St. To sign up,  
e-mail ybc_monitoring@co.yamhill.
or.us with your name, phone and e-
mail contact information. 

Field monitoring involves walking 
on uneven and steep terrain, wading 
into or walking near  moving water 
and coping with potentially adverse 
weather and other hazards associated 
with fieldwork.

Volunteers under the age of 18 need 
a parent/guardian permission waiver 
signed in advance. Volunteers willing 
to drive need proof of current licens-
ing and insurance.

For more information, call 503-474-
1047.

Townhouse project

nearing completion
Phase two of the Pemberly Town-

homes project, off Northwest Hill 
Road south of West Second Street, 
is nearing completion, according to 
Scott Hakola, broker with Westhills 
Realty in McMinnville.

The new units are larger than those 
in Phase one — between 1,763 and 
1,840 square feet.

The outside units have the master 
bedroom on the main floor and a fam-
ily room upstairs. The middle units 
have a big master bedroom upstairs 
and a two-car garage.

All units feature upgrades, includ-
ing granite countertops, vaulted ceil-
ings, covered patios and big back 
yards.

Westhills Realty is the exclusive 
marketing team for the project, which 
is being developed by Pat and Sarah 
West and their son, Tim. Features 
include two off-street parking areas, 
front yard landscaping and mainte-
nance, low association fees and lots 
of green space. For more information, 
call  503-434-7980.

Insurance company

now covering pets
Farmers Insurance Group is now 

offering automobile coverage for the 
four-legged members of the house-
hold.

Oregon customers carrying colli-
sion and comprehensive coverage can 
add coverage providing up to $600 in 
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Above: OnlineNW network 

administrator Phil Lopez 

recently spent 10 hours at the 

225-foot level of the 515-foot 

KGON tower in Portland. He 

was installing antennas that 

will help the company triple its 

capacity. The tower is 1,000 

feet above sea level on Council 

Crest in Portland. It is home 

to nine FM stations and other 

organizations.

Left: Lopez wears a safety 

harness that is moored to three 

different places when he’s 

climbing.

Internet backbone project 
sends climber high in the sky
By YVETTE SAARINEN
Of the News-Register

One could say that Phil Lopez 
works with his head in the 
clouds.

The network administrator for 
OnlineNW, a sister company of the 
News-Register sharing its downtown 
quarters, Lopez also serves as the 
telecom’s chief climber. 

Company offerings include high-
speed wireless Internet service pro-
vided through a network of 31 towers, 
with four more on the way. So he 
spends a lot of time in the air.

However, none of the company tow-
ers in Marion, Polk, Washington and 
Yamhill counties rivals the 515-foot 
KGON tower, perched atop a hill in 
Portland. And Lopez just put in a 10-
hour day installing 2-, 3- and 4-foot 
microwave dishes on it at levels rang-
ing from 125 to 225 feet.

“Once you’re up, you’re up until the 
job’s done,” he said.

OnlineNW, known as OnlineMac 
before it expanded from its McMin-
nville base into surrounding counties, 
has licensed a new frequency with the 
FCC enabling it to triple its capacity, 
said Chief Operating Officer Kathy 
Tate. The dish installations in Portland 
and construction of four additional 
towers in its four-county service area 
are all elements of the project, she 
said.

In addition to high-speed wireless, 
the company offers high-speed DSL, 
old-fashioned dial-up and both con-
ventional and Internet-based telephone 
service to a mix of residential, com-
mercial and industrial customers. It 
also offers web design, web hosting 
and technical support services.

Additional information may be 
obtained at 503-883-9200 locally, 
1-866-876-4052 toll-free or www.
onlinenw.com on the web.

The company currently depends on 
fiber-optic cable for its primary Inter-
net connection, but is in the process of 
establishing its own Internet backbone. 
“We’re building a licensed microwave 
link from the main hub in Portland all 
the way down here,” she said.

That’s been keeping Lopez up in the 
air in a 40-mile radius stretching from 
Grand Ronde to Hillsboro, Silverton 
to Forest Grove and Wilsonville to 
Newberg. And he has to be available 
on a 24-7 basis.

The KGON tower, dubbed Stone-
henge, is located on Council Crest 
Drive in Portland. It’s base stands 
1,000 feet above sea level.

It was built in 1990 at a cost of $7 
million. Fashioned of steel and con-
crete, it hosts nine FM radio stations 
and an array of telecom providers.

To install the 4-foot dish, Lopez 
had to climb an internal ladder to the 
225-foot level and snap himself into a 
safety harness moored at three sepa-
rate points. The harness allowed him 
to lean back, taking the pressure off his 
legs, when he needed a break.

OnlineNW recently purchased a 4-
foot, 150-pound electric winch that 
mounts on a hitch on the back of one 
of its work vans, and used the winch to 
lug the dish up to Lopez.

“It was a lifesaver,” he said. “With-
out it, it would have taken three men to 
get that antenna up there.”

Tate ferried Lopez’ lunch up from 

OnlineNW reaching for the heights
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David Wiegan of Mid-Valley Rehabilitation Services tells future resident Cindy Miller, center, and her caretaker 

Myra Robles about the features of the house which is still under construction.

Rehabilitation organization 
nearing completion of 
housing for its clients
By YVETTE SAARINEN
Of the News-Register

Cindy Miller carefully descended 
the steps of the big, boxy van, 
her white cane in her right hand, 

her left hand outstretched to feel the 
boundaries of the stairwell.

She and her pals in Mid-Valley 
Rehabilitation’s Quest program, which 
provides outings and social events for 
clients with developmental disabilities, 
stopped by to check out the progress of 
two new group homes being built on 
Valley’s Edge Street in McMinnville’s 
west hills.

Companion Myra Robles of the 
Quest support staff let her know 
when she was one step away from the 
ground.

David Wiegan, Mid-Valley’s execu-
tive director, was on hand to give her a 
personal tour. He told her the driveway 
was rocky, and there were some build-
ing supplies lying about, but she could 

Mid-Valley building new group homes
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